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Year 8 OPTIONS 2010 Schedule  

 

January 2010 - Options booklet finalised by SLG and Faculty Coordinators  

    - Year 8 Parents informed of Options Schedule 

- Tutors and Heads of House to be briefed on schedule and 
process 25th Jan in hall 

 

Feb 2010  - ASEC Parents Coffee morning wk beginning 8th February 

- Preparation of ASEC/SEN students for Options Process 
begins 

- Year 8 Assembly wk beginning 22nd Feb 

-Options Booklet issued to Year 8 in assembly 

 

March 2010  - Year 8 DC 2 closes 3rd March  

- Year 8 Target Setting week beg 8th March 

- Taster lessons in Options during this month all faculties 

- Teaching Assistants and Literacy teachers give support 
with Options 

- Student Learning Team Option Surgeries at lunchtimes in 
Stuart Well 

- Support from Student Welfare Officer Miss Garland 

- Year 8 Report issued 31st March 

- Year 9 / 10 students to support Year 8 with Options 
process during tutor time 

 

April 2010 - Year 8 Parents Evening 22nd April / Senior Staff/ SENCo and 
Literacy teachers available 

-Year 8 Options Evening 28th April. Hand in completed form 
on the evening.  

- Year 8 Deadline 30th April  
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Dear Year 8 Student 
 

This booklet contains all the information that you need to get you started with 

understanding the Year 8 Options Process.  It contains information about each 

subject for KS4 and a form at the back that you need to complete with your 

parents, sign and hand in to your tutor by April 30
th
 2010. 

 

Read the booklet, show it to your parents and talk to them about your ideas. 

 

How can you get more information? 

¶ Year 8 Assemblies in February 2010 

¶ Tutors will set aside time in afternoon registration to discuss this 

with you 

¶ Options Surgeries will be held Stuart House Well by the Student 

Learning Team where you can speak to students in Year 9 and 10 

about the subjects they chose. 

¶ If you have any questions, please email: 

churchill@churchill.n-somerset.sch.uk 

¶ You can see Miss Garland the Student Welfare Officer if you are 

worried about these choices 

¶ If you have real problems you can make an appointment to see Mrs 

Dawes or Mrs Puckey with your parent/s afterschool. 

 

 

PLUS 

Year 8 Parents Evening 4.00 ï 7.00pm, 22
nd

 April 2010. This gives you a 

chance to discuss your ideas with your subject teachers, your tutor and Senior 

Staff. 

 

Year 8 Options Evening 6.00pm ï 8.00pm, 28
th
 April 2010 for you and your 

parents to come along and speak to subject teachers, see GCSE work and get 

questions answered. 

 

 

It is really important that you understand the Options Process. If you are 

worried or have questions you must let us know.  

 

We are very happy to talk to you and help you to make these important 

decisions. 

 

 

Mrs F Dawes 

Assistant Head/Director of Learning 

 

mailto:churchill@churchill.n-somerset.sch.uk
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Year 8 Options - Information  

The following subjects are compulsory (which means that you have no choice, everyone studies them 

¶ Maths 

¶ English 

¶ ICT 

¶ Science 

¶ Philosophy, Morality and Religion 

¶ PE 

¶ PSHE 

This booklet contains information about the compulsory subjects so that you can understand what 

each subject will cover. 

You need to choose four  other subjects to study at GCSE. 

If you choose to study a Diploma you will choose fewer subjects.  (Diploma + 2 other GCSEs) 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

How do I choose which subjects to take?   

¶ We recommend that you study subjects that you enjoy and feel that you will be successful in.  

¶ If you already have a particular career in mind we would urge you to study a wide range of 

subjects rather than specialising because you may change your mind.  

¶ Make sure that you talk to your subject teachers if you are thinking of studying their subject at 

GCSE so that they can answer your questions further.  

What GCSEs will I need to get a good job in the future? 

All employers/universities require you have taken GCSE English and Maths. To study an A level or 

similar course you will need 5 GCSEs at grade C or above. To find out about specific career entry 

requirements go to www.connexions-direct.com or go along to the careers library in Stuart House 

where the Connexions Personal Advisor, Mrs Crowley, will help you to find the information that you 

need. 

What if I change my mind? Once you have handed your option form in to your tutor you can still 

change your mind about which subject you want to take at GCSE, just let us know.  You can do this 

by firstly making sure that your parents know that you have changed your mind and then getting them 

to either speak to your Tutor or Head of Year or by writing us a note. Once you have started the 

course in Year 9 you will still be allowed to change your Option if you have a good reason up until 

Christmas in Year 9. 

Will I be in the same group as my friend?  Not necessarily. It is a bad idea to choose a subject just 

because a friend will be choosing it too. It is quite common for there to be more than one class of each 

subject and therefore it is very unlikely that you will be in the same group as your friend. 

Does my GCSE choice affect my A level choice? 

Normally, students choose their A level courses from those that they have studied at GCSE.  Some A 

Level subjects are not offered at GCSE, such as Psychology and Law. 

How many lessons do I have a week? 

Optional GCSE is studied for 2 hours per week. 

If I want to be a teacher what should I take? 

Primary Teaching needs specific GCSEs at Grade C.  These include English, Maths, ICT, Science and 

Modern Foreign Languages is recommended. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.connexions-direct.com/
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What is a Diploma? 

 A new qualification for 14-19 year olds, the Diploma is a combination of existing 

 qualifications and purpose-designed qualifications to make up a two year course.  

 The Diploma is designed to support your next move ï whether thatôs further study at 

 school or college, work-related training, going on to university or a job with training.  

 The Diplomas include: 

- A project 

- Functional Skills 

- Personal Learning and Thinking Skills 

- Work Experience and specific knowledge in the subject chosen. 

- For more information: 

http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/questions_and_answers/glossary/ 

 

  

http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/questions_and_answers/glossary/
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SECTION 1 

 

Information about Compulsory subjects: 

 

 

This section contains information about the 

subjects that everyone has to study. 

These subjects are:- 

¶ Maths 

¶ Science 

¶ English 

¶ Philosophy and Religion 

¶ ICT 

¶ Physical Education 
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SUBJECT: MATHS     Head of Subject: Mr G Brown 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

Maths GCSE: AQA Modular Course 

 

Unit 1: Statistics/Number Unit 2: Number/Algebra  Unit 3: Geometry/Algebra 

            (27% of course)               (33% of course)                          (40% of course) 

 

There are no longer any coursework modules for the Maths GCSE 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 

(Maths students 

are set from set 1 

to set 4 or 5) 

-Top sets start GCSE 

course: Unit 1. 

-Other sets continue 

though KS3 course. 

-Top sets finish Unit 1 and 

start Unit 2 of GCSE course. 

-Other sets continue through 

KS3 course. 

 

-Top sets complete 

Unit 2 of GCSE 

course. 

-Other sets complete 

KS3 course then start 

GCSE course: Unit 1 

Year 10 

(Maths students 

are set from set 1 

to set 9) 

-Top 2 sets to finish 

Unit 2 and start Unit 3. 

-Other sets to start Unit 

1 of GCSE course. 

-Top 2 sets to continue 

through Unit 3. 

-Other sets to finish Unit 1 

and start Unit 2 of GCSE 

course. 

-Top 2 sets to complete 

Unit 3. 

-Other sets to complete 

Unit 2 of GCSE 

course. 

Year 11 

(Maths students 

are set from set 1 

to set 9) 

-Top set start the A/S 

module Core1  

-Second set start GCSE 

Statistics (or Decision 

1) 

-Other sets to finish 

Unit 2 and start Unit 3. 

-Top set continue through 

A/S Core 1 module  

-Second set continues GCSE 

Statistics (or D1) 

-Other sets continue Unit 3 

of GCSE course 

 

-Top set completes A/S 

Core 1 module  

-Second set completes 

GCSE Statistics (or 

D1) 

-Other sets complete 

Unit 3 of GCSE course 

 

INFORMATION  

In Year 9, students will be set in two bands as in Year 8.  In Years 10 and 11, students will be set 
vertically, by ability, from set 1 to set 9.  The Year 10 setting will be based largely on the results of 
the Year 9 exams but individual teacher assessment and internal test scores also play a significant 
part. 
 
Homework will be set once per week and students should expect to spend 30 minutes to 1 hour 
completing the task.  This will usually be set from a board specific Maths Homework Textbook which 
students are allowed to keep until after their final Maths exam.  These books must be returned to 
the school before the end of the exams period. 
 
For further information about the structure of the GCSE course please see the exam board website 
at www.aqa.org.uk (course code 4307). 
 
For detailed information on Schemes of Work, refer to the Maths area of the Churchill School VLE 
at http://www.churchill.n -somerset.sch.uk  
 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.churchill.n-somerset.sch.uk/
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OVERVIEW OF COURSE  

All students begin KS4 with a general science course called GCSE Science A; this leads 

to the award of one GCSE.  Most students will follow this with a further, separate GCSE 

in either Additional Science or Additional Applied Science.  For a small number of 

students a second science qualification would not be appropriate, in which case an 

alternative vocational pathway will be made available. 

 Term 1&2 Term 3&4 Term5&6 

Year 9 
Human Biology (B1a) 

Products from Rocks (C1a) 

Energy and Electricity (P1a) 

Human Biology (B1a) 

Products from Rocks (C1a) 

Energy and Electricity (P1a) 

Evolution and Environment (B1b) 

Oils, Earth and Atmosphere (C1b) 

Radiation and the Universe (P1b) 

Year 10 
Evolution and Environment (B1b) 

Oils, Earth and Atmosphere (C1b) 

Radiation and the Universe (P1b) 

Additional Science 

or 

Additional Applied Science 

Additional Science 

or 

Additional Applied Science 

Year 11 
Additional Science 

or 

Additional Applied Science 

Additional Science 

or 

Additional Applied Science 

Additional Science 

or 

Additional Applied Science 

Please note that the order in which these units are undertaken may change. 

Students who have shown particular strengths in the separate sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) during 

Years 7 and 8 will be invited to take Triple Science.  The selection process will be based on past performance in 

Science and recommendations from your childôs science teacher.  Students who complete Triple Science will gain 

three separate GCSE grades in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

All students must complete Investigative Skills Assignments (ISA) which have replaced traditional coursework.  

This centre-assessed unit is a combination of practical skills assessment and a written test.  An ISA is required for 

each GCSE awarded and accounts for 25% of any final grades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

SUBJECT:    SCIENCE     Head of subject: Mr D Weekes 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

What is Additional Science? 

Additional Science is a single award GCSE, separate from and taken after GCSE Science.  The content follows on 

from that of GCSE Science, but this specification has a greater emphasis on explaining, theorising and modelling 

in science.  Courses based on this specification form a firm basis for level 3 courses in the sciences such as AS and 

A Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 

What is Additional Applied Science? 

Additional Applied Science is another single award GCSE, which could be taken after GCSE Science.  It 

emphasises the procedural and technical knowledge of science practice, so is suitable for students who want to 

learn more about vocational contexts which are relevant to the modern world.   The subject content is set in three 

vocational contexts: sports science, food science and forensic science.  Together with GCSE Science, it would 

form a firm basis for level 3 courses in the sciences such as GCE Applied Science. 

How does the centre-assessed unit work? 

Before taking a test, candidates undertake practical work relating to a topic under normal class conditions and, 

during their work, they collect data.  They bring their data to the test.  The written test is taken in a subsequent 

lesson but under examination conditions.  Tests are externally set, but internally marked, using marking guidance 

provided by AQA.  This accounts for 25% of the final grade. 

Further details can be found on the AQA website at: http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcses/science.php 
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SUBJECT: ENGLISH     Head of Subject: Ms S Fry 

 

OVERVIEW O F COURSE 

 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Imaginative writing 

Literary writing 

Drama 

Exam practise and 

Functional Skills 

Literature from other 

cultures and oral 

assessments 

Year 10 Pre or post-twentieth 

century prose 

(depending on drama 

text chosen) 

 

Shakespeare and poetry Written and spoken 

language study 

Year 11 Exam preparation- 

English Literature: 

¶ Pre or post-twentieth 

century prose 

¶ Pre or post-twentieth 

century play 

¶ Unseen poetry 

 

Exam preparation ï  

English: 

¶ Descriptive and creative 

writing 

¶ Non-literary genres 

(reading and writing) 

Exam revision & practise 

Oral presentations 

Please note that the order in which these units are undertaken may change depending on the teacher. 

 

INFORMATION  

Frequently asked questions: 

 

How many GCSEs will my child get in English? 

Your child will receive one or two English GCSE qualifications and grades; either one for English 

Language and one for English Literature or one óEnglishô qualification. 

 

How are students grouped? 

Classes are mixed ability for the whole three years. 

 

How much controlled assessment (CA) will there be? 

The English Language qualification consists of 40% CA and 20% Speaking and Listening CA, with 

40% of the mark awarded for the exam.  The English Literature qualification consists of 25% written 

CA and 75% exam.  Oral assessments are spread throughout the course. 

 

What are the set texts for English Literature? 

Texts are chosen by the teacher according to their own knowledge and guidelines set out by the exam 

board.  For example, over the whole of the Literature course, students are required to study two prose 

texts, two drama texts and a mixture of pre and post twentieth century poetry. 

 

Class Examination 

(texts unspecified) (texts specified ï please see www.wjec.co.uk for 

a comprehensive list) 

Pre or post-twentieth century prose 

Pre or post-twentieth century play 

Pre or post-twentieth century poetry 

Pre or post-twentieth century prose 

Pre or post-twentieth century play 

Pre or post-twentieth century poetry (unseen) 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/
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SUBJECT: PHILOSOPHY, MORALITY AND RELIGION    Head of Subject: Miss K Hoare 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

 

Over the three years you will study the following 8 modules and gain a GCSE: 

 

¶ Believing in God (arguments about God, religious experience, evil and suffering, science and 

religion) 

¶ Matters of Life and Death (life after death, abortion, euthanasia) 

¶ Marriage and the Family (relationships, marriage and divorce, family life, issues of 

contraception and homosexuality for religious groups) 

¶ Religion and Community  Cohesion (roles of men and women, racism, multifaith, how one of 

these issues has been presented by the media) 

¶ Religion: rights and responsibilities (human rights, making moral decisions, electoral 

processes, genetic engineering and cloning) 

¶ Religion: environmental and medical issues (stewardship of the environment, fertility 

treatments, organ transplants) 

¶ Religion: peace and conflict (reasons for war, peace, just war, forgiveness and reconciliation) 

¶ Religion: crime and punishment (capital punishment, punishment and justice) 

 

 

INFORMATION  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 

Why do I have to study RE?  
Itôs all about the world around you and what you and other people think about it! It covers different 

topics that you would find on TV in soap operas, the news, in films, music and books. It is also the 

Law! 

 

What kind of things will we do in the lesson? 
 A lot of the lesson will need your input and your ideas, so there is plenty of discussion. There will be 

opportunities to do research on the internet and to watch different films that are relevant to the subject 

area.  

 

Do I have to be religious?  
It does not matter if you are religious or not, what is important is that you have a viewpoint on issues 

such as war; the environment; death penalty; sexism; abortion etc. 

 

How will this subject help me in a future career?  
It will help in lots of ways. If you are planning to work with people then understanding that everyone 

thinks differently is really important. Many careers see this subject as being important for example the 

police force; armed forces; medical careers; journalism; law etc. 
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SUBJECT: ICT (DiDA)     Head of Subject: Miss D Best 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

This is a three year course following the Edexcel Diploma in Digital Applications 

(DiDA).  All students study óCore ICTô, resulting in the gaining of one or two GCSE 

equivalent units.  Students have the option to opt for additional DiDA lessons, 

resulting in the gaining of a further one or possibly two GCSE equivalent units, on 

top of the core qualifications. The below outlines the structure of core ICT. For the structure of 

óadditionalô ICT, please see section two. 

 

 Units and Topics Studied 

Year 9 & 10 Unit 1: Using ICT 

Topics include: 

Creating an E-portfolio, Planning, Selecting and Capturing information, 

Collating and Analysing data and Presenting and Communicating 

Information.  Students also continue to present evidence in an e-portfolio and 

review the project. 

Year 10 & 11 

 

Unit 2: Multimedia 

Topics Include: 

Creating an E-portfolio, planning, collecting editing and creating Digital 

Assets, and designing Multimedia Products.  Also, Developing Multimedia 

products, presenting evidence in an e-portfolio and reviewing the project. 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 Are there any exams? 
No, ICT is 100% coursework based. 

 

How many GCSEs will I achieve? 
You will achieve at least one or two GCSEs.  In some cases, hardworking students will be able to 

achieve further qualifications. 

 

Are ICT lessons fun? 
Yes!  The topics that the units focus on always relate to real world projects involving young people. 

 

What will I learn in ICT lessons? 
Loads of cool stuff like how to edit and create movies and sound files, create animations, and build 

websites.  Also, how to use all the Microsoft and Adobe packages to create publications that are 

suitable for specific audiences and purposes. 

 

Why is ICT important?  
Our world is changing fast, and the use of ICT is increasing all the time.  The majority of jobs in the 

future will involve the use of ICT, and the skills you will learn will form a great start for the future. 

 

Is it hard work?  

Yes, you must keep on top of your project work, but it is well worth it! You not only learn 

ICT software skills but also planning and time-management and get a chance to be very 

creative. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

 

Course Details 

 

The Physical Education course in Year 9 builds on the foundation courses established in Year 7 and 8, 

extends, and develops these experiences through the introduction of a wider range of activities as well 

as a continuation of work already started.  Volleyball, Girls Football & Rugby, Aerobics / Fitness and 

Mixed Hockey are brought into the programme in Year 9 and all activities have a more competitive 

focus.  Where possible we look to make use of local community coaches in lessons. 

Students are grouped in to broad ability óbandsô at the end of Year 7 and we continue to use these 

groups in Year 9.   Activities in Year 9 are taught in either single gender groups or mixed groups, 

where it is deemed appropriate. 

Areas of Study 

The teaching focus across all courses is directed towards developing knowledge, skill and 

understanding and a variety of approaches are used to help each student to develop these key areas 

including individual, small group and teams where appropriate.  Students will be given a variety of 

opportunities to plan and evaluate their work and matters concerning health, safety and the ability to 

work with others are integral to all the courses. The Physical Education course for Year 9 is divided 

into 3 week blocks.  Students will complete 6 x 1 hour lessons in the 3 week block across a range of 

different activities. 

Content of course: 

Boys only -  rugby, football, cricket, 

Girls only -  hockey, netball, rounders, girls football/rugby, yoga 

Both  -  swimming, gymnastics, volleyball 

                                     aerobics / fitness, athletics, tennis 

Enrichment & Extra -Curricular Activities:  

A wide range of recreational activities and team sports are provided as lunchtime and after-school 

activities and students are encouraged to pursue their particular interests. 

Recreational activities include: 

Swimming Club, Badminton Club, Tennis Club, Table Tennis Club, Athletics Club, Trampolining 

Club, Gymnastics Club, Basketball Club, Trainers Fitness Club. 

Team sports include: 

Rugby, Football, Hockey, Netball, Tennis, Rounders, Cricket. 

(Note: Some recreation activities can be pursued competitively). 

 

Assessment: 

Teacher assessments are made and National Curriculum levels of achievement are awarded during 

and at the end of each course and collated on to assessment records held on the school network.  

These levels are tracked across the Key Stage and reported to parents three times per year.  We also 

submit an óEnd of Key Stage Teacher Assessment Levelô at the end of the year which contributes to 

national data. 

 

Home Study: 

Formal written homework tasks are rarely set in PE lessons but teachers will often encourage students 

to consolidate their learning with involvement in the wide variety of enrichment activities on offer 

both in school and in local community clubs. 
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SECTION 2 

 

 

Information about your Option Choices 

 

This section contains information about   

the subjects that you can choose to 

study. 
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SUBJECT: ART & DESIGN    Head of Subject: Mr N Downing 

 

OVERVIEW O F COURSE        

    

Edexcel GCSE Art and Design, Fine Art course.  

Two units of coursework (60% of final mark) using a journal process that leads to final pieces that are 

completed in Year 11. You also complete a ten hour exam (40% of final mark) following 8 weeks of 

preparatory work in Year 11.  This is a very practical course that allows you to visually investigate a 

theme, explore the work of others, develop, review and refine material skills leading to a final piece. 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 You will start with a focus 

on building upon practical 

skills, particularly drawing.  

Using Natural Forms (Unit 

1) as the theme you will 

experiment with materials 

including graphite, charcoal, 

dip pens and coloured inks.    

In Terms 3 and 4 we focus on 

the human form (Unit 2) as the 

main theme. Looking at how 

to draw the face and the 

human body using a range of 

technique and styles. 

 

At this point we begin to look 

more closely at how other Artists 

have tackled these subjects 

(Natural Forms & Portraiture) in 

the past and present, research 

historical and contemporary 

Artists.  

 

Year 10 The focus will now turn to 

the development of material 

use. Building on what was 

produced in Year 9 you will 

be taught how to create art 

work in a mixed media 

approach. 

To widen your experience in a 

range of techniques and style 

we introduce Photoshop 

software, and then develop 

your work further using a 

variety of printing techniques. 

Independent artist research and 

material experiments. This is an 

opportunity for you to develop 

your work in a more personal 

direction. Choosing a topic that 

interests you yet fits with the 

overall themes given. 

Year 11 Year 11 gives you the 

opportunity to complete 

their projects with final 

pieces for  both Natural 

Forms Unit and the 

Expressive Figure Unit 

At this point of the course you 

are given your Exam Paper 

and have 8 weeks of 

preparation time that leads to a 

final 10 hour exam over two 

days. (40% of marks) 

The last part of the year will be 

dedicated to completing any 

unfinished coursework which 

accounts for a massive 60% of 

your final overall grade. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

Do I have to be able to draw?    It is always an advantage to have drawing skills but it shouldnôt necessarily 

stop a student from opting for Art. In Year 9 we aim to teach drawing skills to extend the ability of all students. 

We also use photography and photoshop as a way of recording observations and ideas. 

Is it a lot of work?    Art is comparable to all other GCSEs. A student who achieves the higher grades generally 

will do more work than a student who achieves a C grade. All students, if they follow the course guidelines, are 

capable of achieving a C grade.  

Is there a lot of writing?   About 5% of work is written. This takes the form of annotation in journals to show 

the students understanding and to help explain their ideas.  Students will also visually analyse work for selected 

artists. Often this is done in a classroom situation so that information and understanding can be shared. Help 

sheets are available for independent study tasks. 

How much practical work is there?   The majority of the work is practical. Students will develop skills 

through teacher led activities in Year 9 and 10, leading to more independent large scale pieces in Year 11. 

What materials will I need?  At the start of each year a voluntary contribution letter is sent out. This enables 

the school to purchase two good quality journals per student each year. Additional money is then used to buy in 

more expensive items that might be beyond out budget, such as oil and acrylic paint. It is always useful to have 

basic equipment like paint, brushes, pencil, coloured pencils for homework. 
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SUBJECT: ART & DESIGN TEXTILES    Head of Subject: Mrs E Dobbs 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE  

Edexcel GCSE Art and Design Textiles  

One major unit of coursework is developed using a journal process worth 60% 

Students also complete a ten hour exam, worth 40%, following 8 weeks of preparatory work in  

Year 11. 

This is a really practical course that allows you to investigate a theme, explore the work of other 

artists, develop, review and refine material skills. You will get the opportunity to make both Fashion 

and Interior products.  

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Introductory project with 

the theme of óGeometryô.  

Including research, 

observational drawings 

with a range of materials, 

Photoshop and learning 

new textiles techniques 

Unit 1: óGeometryô   

Relevant artists will be 

studied to help inspire your 

ideas and then designs will 

be developed before making 

an Interior product this term 

Unit 1: óGeometryô  

You will learn how to 

create fashion illustrations 

and Moodboards. This is 

followed by the making of 

a fashion garment, where 

you will learn how to use 

a paper pattern 

Year 10 Unit 2: óAdornmentô  

In this project you will 

expand upon skills you 

learnt last year while 

researching and 

developing designs in 

response to the theme   

Unit 2: óAdornmentô  

From your research you will 

develop design ideas, learn 

further textiles techniques 

and them make a product in 

response to the project  

Coursework: óTropical 

Forestô  

Develop a personal and 

independent project from 

the given theme, using the 

experience gained in 

years 9 and 10  

Year 11 Coursework: óTropical 

Forestô  

You will make of a final 

piece which explore 2 

textiles elements (Fine 

Art, Constructed, Printed 

etc) as a part of the 

coursework  

You will be given an Exam 

paper and 8 weeks to prepare 

a body of work, followed by 

a final 10 hour exam over 

two days (40% of marks) 

 

At this point you will be 

given the opportunity to 

put the finishing touches 

to your coursework, 

which makes up 60% of 

your grade  

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

How much practical work is there?   The majority of the work is practical. This will range from drawing, 

sampling, designing and making final outcomes. Students will develop skills through teacher led activities in 

year nine and ten, leading to more independent work at the end of year 10 and into 11, when you will work on 

your coursework. 

What do I get to make? A number of final pieces will be made. You will make two final pieces the óGeometryô 

project (one Interior and one Fashion) and at least one more for the coursework. The final item you make will be 

in examination conditions and will be your choice of product, having read the exam paper.  

What materials will I need?  It is a good idea to start collecting old and interesting papers, threads, buttons, 

fabrics etc as these will be very handy and interesting to use. See what you can find when you rummage at 

home, there is no need to spend money on these. Other than this we ask for a voluntary contribution which helps 

us to provide you with sketchbooks and the more expensive materials that might be beyond our budget. There 

may be the need to buy material for the final pieces that you make, depending upon the design and availability 

of materials. It is always useful to have basic equipment like paint, brushes, pencil and coloured pencils at home 

to help you to complete your homework.  

Do I have to be able to draw?    It is always an advantage to have drawing skills but it shouldnôt necessarily 

stop a student from opting for Textiles, as we use a range of ways to record observations. There will also be 

focused and experimental drawing lessons that will help to extend the abilities of all students.  

Is it a lot of work?    It is equivalent to all other GCSEs. A student who achieves the higher grades generally 

will do more work than a student who achieves a C grade. All students, if they follow the course guidelines, are 

capable of achieving a C grade. About 10% of the work is written. Often this is done in a classroom situation so 

that information and understanding can be shared. 
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SUBJECT: BUSINESS STUDIES   Head of Subject: Mr G Maxwell  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

¶ Three year GCSE in Business Studies (Edexcel Specification 1503).   

¶ Coursework (completed under controlled conditions) is worth 25% of the final mark.   

 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 
Year 9 Spotting business 

opportunities & developing 

enterprise skills. 

Putting business ideas 

into practice & making 

start-up effective. 

Making start-up effective (continued) 

& understanding the external 

environment. 

UNIT 1 EXAM (45 minutes; multiple 

choice ; 25% of GCSE) 

Year 10 Team project ï investigating 

a real business issue. 

Unit 2 Coursework 

(Controlled assessment; 

25% of GCSE) 

Building a business ï 

marketing. 

Building a business ï meeting 

customer needs. 

Year 11 Building a business ï 

finance. 

Building a business ï 

effective people 

management. 

The wider world ï its effects on 

business. 

 

UNIT 3 EXAM (1 hour & 30 minutes; 

multiple choice, short & long 

questions; 50% of GCSE) 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

Will it help me if I want to start up my own business?   

Yes, definitely! The course is geared to looking at all the important areas that need to be considered 

when starting up and running a business.  The course firstly considers small business start-up and 

moves through to understanding the issues of big business over the three years. 

Is it very practical? 

Yes and no.  It is practical in the sense that the learning can be applied in the real business world and 

we make every effort to link learning to businesses that you may wish to set up or know now and may 

be interested in such as Virgin, Tesco and Nike.  But no to the extent that it is still an academic 

subject and therefore you will need to learn relevant theories and business vocabulary. 

Are there any enrichment activities? 

Yes ï in each year we have included additional activities to stretch and challenge you and to develop 

your understanding and enjoyment of business beyond the syllabus.  These include: 

¶ The Make Your Mark Challenge ï Dragons Den/Apprentice type challenge set nationally 

(Year 9 ï whole day off timetable) 

¶ Our Start-Up Business Challenge (Year 10) 

¶ The Share Challenge (Year 11 ï understand and play the stock market and see how much 

money (pretend!) you can make). 

 

What if I do not get the grade I hope for in the early modules? 

Hopefully this will not be the case but you can re-sit the exams at a later stage. There are charges for 

re-sits. 

Can you delay the exam until Year 10? 

Your teacher will help prepare you for the exam Year 9 and would encourage you to have a go and re-

sit if needed. 
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SUBJECT: CATERING & HOSPTALITY   Head of Subject: Mrs A Tonkin  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

 

Hospitality and Catering 

This is a double award GCSE with WJEC Examining Board. There are 4 units of work. You can take 

this double award within one option choice. (Four lessons a fortnight) 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Hygiene and Food Safety  

Basic practical skills ï 

pastries, cakes, use of 

knives, savoury dishes 

Commodities ï meat, fish, 

cereals, convenience 

products, sauces. 

Practical Assessment 1 ï 

Commodities ( the use of 

basic ingredients to 

produce four interesting 

dishes) 

Year 10 Nutrition and Menu 

Planning  

Development of practical 

skills for buffets and 

conferences. 

Costing and Portion Control 

Practical Assessment 2 ï 

preparing and presenting a 2 

course meal to a high 

standard. 

Specialist equipment 

Revision  

Catering Exam  

Year 11 Types of hospitality, job 

roles. 

The planning of functions 

and events. Costing and 

customer care. 

Hospitality Event based task 

ï working as a group plan a 

special event and prepare the 

foods. 

Revision 

Hospitality Exam 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 

What is the difference between Food Technology and Hospitality and Catering? 

Hospitality and Catering is about the cooking and presentation of food to clients in hotels, cafes, 

hospitals, conference centres etc. There is a focus on making skills and hygiene and food safety. Food 

Technology is focussed on the development of a new food product made in a factory, stored and sold 

in supermarkets. 

 

How often will I cook?  
You will need to bring ingredients from home every week. Sometimes we will cook more often ï for 

example if we are looking at a particular food such as fish where the teacher will provide ingredients 

for investigation. 

 

What are the Practical Assessments?  
You have to work in exam conditions to prepare a number of dishes and present them appropriately 

on correct tableware. The two practical assessments are worth 60% of the Catering element. 

 

What is the Hospitality Event ï your class will plan and organise an event of your choice which 

must include invitations, menus, decorations and the food served. E.g. A buffet for your tutors or your 

friends. This is worth 60% of the Hospitality element. 
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SUBJECT: GCSE DANCE/BTEC DANCE  Head of Subject: Mrs L Martyn  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

This is a two year course following the AQA specification for Performing 

Arts: Dance.  There are three key areas of study; Creating, Performing and 

Appreciation. 

There is a written paper and practical exams in Year 2. (Year 10) 

This can be followed by a further year pursuing the Edexcel Level 2 BTEC in Dance 

which is all coursework based. 

 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 

GCSE Year 1 

Health and Safety 

Group Performance 

Performance skills 

Professional work 1 

Constituent features of 

dance 

Performance in trio  

Professional work 2 

Internal exam 

Solo Composition 

Professional work 3 

Internal exam 

Preparation for 

choreography 

Year 10 

GCSE Year 2 

Choreography 

Internal Exam 

Learn set solo 

Performance skills 

Internal exam 

Constituent features of 

dance 

Professional works 1,2 

&3 

Exam preparation 

Year 11 

BTEC  

Contemporary Dance 

 

Understanding Dance Performing Dance 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Do I need to have studied Dance outside school? 
We will have taught you everything you need to know at Key Stage 3. However we would encourage 

you to join a class or group for the added experience and the chance to develop skills. 

 

Do I need special kit?  
We teach barefoot. You can wear your PE kit for most lessons, should you wish to, but girls will need 

a leotard for the exam work. 

 

Is there written work? 
Written work is worth 30 % of the timetable, and whilst we cover as much as we can practically, you 

will have one classroom based ótheoryô lesson per fortnight 

 

Will I have to dance on my own? 
You will have to learn and perform a solo on your own in front of your class and teacher, however in 

the exam you will not have an audience, and we will build up to this in Year 2. 

 

Will I be required out of school time? 
Trips, workshops, shows and rehearsals all happen in and outside normal school times. You will have 

ample warning to make alternative travel arrangements. 

 

How many lessons will I dance? 
3 of the 4 lessons will be practical.  This may vary slightly before examination periods. 

 

What is a BTEC? 
A BTEC is a qualification similar to a GCSE with an emphasis on vocational learning.  The Level 2 

will be graded pass, merit and distinction and will generate the same point score as A*-C at GCSE. 
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SUBJECT: DRAMA     Head of Subject: Miss K Bones 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

This is a three year Theatre Studies and Drama Course leading to a GCSE with AQA. 

This course will be taught as follows: 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Acting Lighting, Sound and Stage 

Management 

Costume, Makeup and 

stage set design for 

Theatre. 

Year 10 Scripted Coursework 1 Coursework 2 Revising 

Year 11 The Crucible and 

response to live Theatre 

Coursework 3 

Acting/Devised or Technical 

Revision 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 

Will I have to be good at acting? 

At least one piece of coursework has to be you acting in a play either in a scripted or an 

improvised piece. In the other pieces of coursework you can choose to develop your skills in 

lighting, sound, stage design, stage management, costume, make-up, props or dance/drama. 

Your work will be marked by demonstrating your skill with a supporting portfolio. 

 

Is it a lot of work? 

Drama is like any other subject at GCSE. The students who get high grades are those that put 

in their own time to learn their lines, research material, visit the theatre regularly and rehearse 

weekly with their group at least one hour after school or at lunch time. 

 

Do I have to perform in front of an audience?  

Yes! When you perform to an audience your work is often of a higher standard. Also you can 

get support and feedback from your friends and family as well as a good round of applause. 

 

Do I have to sit a written exam? 

Yes. You will sit an exam at the end of the course and will answer a question from each of 

the sections. The first section will be on a play called The Crucible which you can take a 

copy with you into the exam. The second section will be on a piece of live theatre you have 

seen. You can take notes into the exam to help you. 

 

Will I be required out of school time? 

Trips, workshops, shows and rehearsals all happen in and outside normal school time. You 

will be given lots of warnings to make alternative plans and how to get home. 
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SUBJECT: ECONOMICS    Head of Subject: Mr G Maxwell  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 
Three year GCSE in Economics (OCR Specification J320).   

Course consists of three modules (units) ï each unit is externally examined at the end of each year. 

 What you will learn Assessment 

Year 9 In Yr 9 you learn about Markets and how the market forces of 

Demand and Supply work to determine prices within the market ï 

so, for example, you will understand why oil has increased in price 

from $25 a barrel to $150 in two years and why some people get 

paid £100K and others £12K!! 

You will also learn about what makes a competitive market and 

the problems which arise when markets arenôt working freely.  

UNIT 1 EXAM (45 minutes; 

multiple choice ; 25% of 

GCSE) 

Year 10 In Yr10 you learn about the óMacro Economyô ï this is the stuff 

you hear about on the news or read about in the newspapers. You 

learn about booms and recessions, unemployment, inflation and 

also the economic policies the Government uses to control the 

macroeconomic environment. 

UNIT 2 EXAM (1 hour short & 

long questions; 25% of GCSE) 

Year 11 In Yr11 you build on Yr10 by looking at the how the UK 

economy fits into the global economy and key global issues such a 

óGlobalisationô, and óWorld Povertyô. You will look at 

international trade, the growing threat of developing economies 

such as China, and also address key issues like óshould the UK 

adopt the Euro?  

UNIT 3 EXAM (1 hour & 30 

minutes; multiple choice, short 

& long questions; 50% of 

GCSE) 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

Not sure I understand what Economics is about.  Can you help?   

Yes!  Economics is the study of scarce resources and how they are allocated.   This means looking at markets such as oil and 

asking why is the price so high and what can be done about it; it means looking at global warming and asking how it can be 

overcome; it means investigating the groceries market and finding out whether or not the supermarkets are a good thing for 

consumers.  We also look at the big picture and ask ourselves questions about unemployment and growth in the national 

economy as well as poorer countries overseas.  For each of the issues we consider, we first seek to understand the problems 

and then to find ways to overcome them.   

This sounds interesting but rather difficult.  Am I right?  

It certainly is interesting if you are concerned about the big issues facing society today.  Is it difficult?  Yes and no.  Yes ï in 

the sense that Economics is not an easy subject, it is challenging and will stretch and stimulate your thinking in new ways.  

But no ï in that we break down the different issues into smaller parts and will help you to develop the Economistôs ñtool kitò 

to allow you to analyse the problems presented. 

 

Can you explain the difference between Business Studies and Economics? 

Yes ï Business Studies focuses on understanding how businesses operate and is ideal if you want to run your own business;  

Economics on the other hand deals with the bigger issues and is not concerned (to any great extent) with what goes on within 

a business but how businesses together operate in markets and how the economy as a whole works.  Economics is ideal if 

you want to run the country! 

Are there any enrichment activities? 

Yes ï in each year we have included additional activities to develop and deepen your understanding and enjoyment of 

Economics.  These include: 

¶ Team project ï research & presentation into a specific market (as chosen by the team) (year 9) 

¶ Visit to a land-fill site (to understand the costs & benefits of waste disposal & recycling) (year 9) 

¶ Monetary Policy Committee Challenge (based on a national competition to set the Bank of Englandôs 

interest rate) (year 10) 

¶ The Share Challenge (year 11 ï understand and play the stock market and see how much money 

(pretend!) you can make). 

What if I do not get the grade I hope for in the early modules? 

Hopefully this will not be the case, however, if this does occur, you will have the opportunity to re-sit at a later stage.  This 

will, however, require payment. 
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SUBJECT: ELECTRONICS    Head of Subject: Mr B Turner  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

GCSE coursework counts for 60% of the final grade leaving 40% for the summer examination.  The 

examined electronics theory is studied through a wide range of hands-on practical projects that the 

students will keep once completed.  Students will learn how to design and make high quality 

electronic products. 

 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Students improve their 

basic circuit building 

skills during the óCrazy 

Radiosô and óBike Alarmô 

projects. 

Students improve their 

product assembly and wiring 

skills during the óLED 

Centralô project. 

Students get to grips with 

programming circuits by 

making óRoad safety 

lightsô. 

Year 10 Students learn how to 

modernise traditional 

products during the 

óElectronic Diceô project. 

During the óSpeedy reaction 

gamesô project students will 

develop their design and 

make skills to a high 

standard. 

Students begin their 

coursework activities 

including the 

DESIGNING project and 

the MAKING project. 

Year 11 Students continue and 

complete their 

coursework projects 

while meeting 

manageable deadlines. 

Revision for the summer 

examination worth 40% of 

the GCSE grade. 

Revision for the summer 

examination worth 40% 

of the GCSE grade. 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

Is Electronics complicated? 

Most people would expect electronics to be a complicated course but this is not true.  The GCSE course assumes 

no previous knowledge of the subject and covers basic principles in a fun and practical way.  Students learn 

through making real electronic circuits with plenty of guidance and support. 

Is the coursework difficult? 

The coursework will be broken down into small and manageable chunks with strictly controlled deadlines.  

Students will be given support materials to help them plan and manage their own time so that coursework is 

extremely achievable.  Students that manage their time well find the coursework to be fun and easy 

What sort of careers would Electronics help me get into? 

Creative problem solving and design skills are vital in a huge range of careers.  Traditionally students that excel 

at Electronics are very suitable for jobs in various types of engineering and technology based roles.  

Professionals with a good foundation knowledge of electronics benefit from having a solid understanding of the 

way products work. 

Will I get to make whatever I want? 

During the coursework projects you will get to make an electronic project of your choice.  Your 

teacher will help you choose a suitable project but this part of the course does give you an opportunity 

to make something you want to make.   
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SUBJECT: FOOD TECHNOLOGY    Head of Subject: Miss A Portch 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 
Edexcel Food Technology GCSE 60% coursework marks.    

There will be practical work most weeks in this course. 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 
Year 9 Nutrition for all and the 

dietary needs of different 

groups of society. E.g., 

Vegetarians, children, 

special diets. 

You will be learning about 

and preparing a range of food 

commodities such as eggs, 

milk, fruit, cereal crops etc. 

You will be learning 

about methods of 

production and 

organisation. 

Year 10 Pupils will develop their 

knowledge and 

understanding of Food 

Technology, through 

class work and focused 

practical tasks. 

Pupils will develop their 

knowledge and understanding 

of Food Technology , through 

class work and focused  

practical tasks 

Pupils will be introduced 

to the coursework and 

complete the first section 

of research, initial and 

final design ideas for a 

chosen design brief. 

Year 11 Completion of 

coursework Units. (60%). 

Revision for the final exam. Revision for the final 

exam. 

 

INFORMATION  
 

What to expect:  

The course places an emphasis on the design and manufacture of   a product.  During the first section of your 

coursework you will research into the design brief to gather information to help you with your designs for a 

product. This research will consist of analysing existing products, interviewing the public and investigating 

techniques and processes.  You will then use this research as a basis for a series of design ideas   which will be 

made during practical sessions in school. You will be encouraged to design a unique food product and will be 

credited for being imaginative and experimental when combining ingredients. The final design of your food 

product will be made and evaluated by your teacher and peers in a final practical exam 

Is it a lot of work?     

It is comparable to all other GCSEs. A student who achieves the higher grades generally will do more work than 

a student who achieves a C grade. All students, if they follow the course guidelines, are capable of achieving a C 

grade.  

Employment in Food Technology: 

The GCSE will provide you with a good foundation for undertaking courses and employment in Quality 

Control, Health and Safety, Nutrition, Food Production etc. 

What is the difference between Food Technology and Catering? 

Hospitality and Catering is about the cooking and presentation of food to clients in hotels, cafes, hospitals, 

conference centres etc. There is a focus on making skills and hygiene and food safety. Food Technology is 

focussed on the development of a new food product made in a factory, stored and sold in supermarkets. 
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SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY   Head of Subject: Mr R Parish 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

This is a three year GCSE course following the Edexcel B specification for Geography.  

The course will be delivered in the following way:-  
 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Battle for the 

Biosphere 

Living Spaces 

Restless Earth 

Population Dynamics 

Water World 

Year 10 River Processes and 

Pressures 

Coursework (Unit 4) 

Extreme Climates 

Climate Changes 

Exam ï Unit 1 

Year 11 Making a Living 

Development 

Dilemmas 

Changing Cities 

Consuming Resources 

Revision Exam Unit 2 

and 3 

 

INFORMATION  

Examinations: 

Unit 1: Dynamic Planet* 25% 

Unit 2: People and the Planet 25% 

Unit 3: Making Geographical Decisions 25% 

Unit 4: Researching Geography 25% (coursework) 

 
Is there a fieldtrip?  

There will be a one day fieldtrip to enable you to collect information which will allow you collect 

information/data and then produce a report using this information.   

What percentage is coursework?   

25% this will involve students writing up their results following a fieldtrip under exam conditions in 

class. 

Why is Geography important?  

We live in a rapidly changing world where traditional ideas about the environment, the way we live 

our lives and the world in general are being rewritten everyday.  In Geography we will investigate 

these changes and consider the implications for us as individuals; and evaluate the possible solutions 

and their effects. 

What will I learn in Geography lessons?  

There is no doubt that the world/earth is facing a crisis in the future.  The environment, people and the 

planet are all having to face new challenges.  The new Geography syllabus is designed to enable you 

to study the changes which will affect you in the future and provide you with the information and 

understanding which will allow you to give informed opinions on the possible solutions to these 

problems. 

Wow ï that sounds like a heavy subject with loads of note taking!    

Not at all!  You will find that lessons will be varied as we are developing more active learning 

simulations whilst using a variety of sources for our information such as YouTube, iplayer, the 

internet and of course textbooks.  You will be encouraged to use computers, especially programmes 

such as moviemaker.  Although dealing with the very real problems of today we hope to make lessons 

fun and interesting.  

Will I enjoy the course and be successful?  

We have a higher number of students choosing A-Level Geography than any other subject ï including 

the compulsory ones!  A significant number of our students go on to study Geography at University. 

 

IS IT FUN?  Yes 

IS IT HARD WORK?  Yes and worth it ï because you are worth itéé and so is the planet! 
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SUBJECT: GRAPHIC PRODUCTS  Head of Subject: Mr M Barham  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

Our two GCSE coursework units count for 60% of the final grade leaving 40% for the summer 

examination.  The examined Graphics theory is studied through a wide range of hands-on practical 

projects that the students will keep once completed.  Students will learn how to design and make high 

quality Graphical Products by hand, computer and using CAM.                          

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Students understand the 3 

óweaponsô graphic designers use 

to fool the public into spending 

their money! 3 mini projects and 

integrated examination theory 

Students improve their 

Adobe Photoshop skills 

further ï including turning 

themselves into Simpsons 

characters! 

Students get fully to grips 

with the schools CAD/CAM 

equipment. Learning to use 

independently the Cutter 

plotter and laser cutter 

Year 10 Students learn how to model 

artefacts/buildings and 

landscapes using Google Sketch-

up. A cutting edge programme I 

predict will take over the world! 

During the óchocolate box 

2050ô project students will 

develop their design and 

make skills to a high 

standard. 

Students begin their 

coursework activities 

including the DESIGNING 

project (30%) and the 

MAKING project (30%) 

Year 11 Students continue and complete 

their coursework projects while 

meeting manageable deadlines. 

Theory, mini projects and 

revision for the summer 

examination worth 40% of 

the GCSE grade. 

Revision for the summer 

examination worth 40% of 

the GCSE grade. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

What is Graphic Products? 
Graphic Products is the study and production of products of a graphical nature. This could be tiny graphic 

products like stamps to the graphics on a jumbo-jet and all other products in-between! A lot of products are 

made using computers and machinery and we mirror that in school with our professional computer programmes 

and cutting edge apparatus.  

 

Is the coursework difficult? 
The new GCSE coursework structure is much more user friendly than older brothers and sisters had it! There are 

now 2 different coursework parts. One is all about designing where the examiners will be looking for cool 

graphical work (by hand and/or on computer whichever one you prefer). In the second project you will be asked 

to copy an existing product and make it ï you may choose the product yourself. No more single, long, boring 

piece of coursework that takes nearly a year. Your projects will be broken down into small and manageable 

chunks with strictly controlled deadlines.  You will be given support materials to help you plan and manage 

your own time so that coursework is extremely achievable.  Students that manage their time well find the 

coursework to be fun and easy 

 

Where could Graphic Products lead me? 
Creative problem solving and design skills are vital in a huge range of careers and are majorly important life 

skills. AS and A-level Graphics is a very popular choice in years 12 and 13 for students who wish to continue 

with their studies. There are many Graphic based careers you could go into, many graphic designers during 

work experience, or university lecturers are impressed by the knowledge already attained by students here at 

Churchill. 

 

Will I get to make whatever I want? 
During the coursework projects you will get to make a graphic project of your choice.  Your teacher will help 

you choose a suitable project but this part of the course does give you an opportunity to make something you 

want to make.   
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SUBJECT: DIPLOMA ï SOCIETY, HEALTH DEVELOPMENT      Head of Subject: Mrs F Dawes 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

This is an Edexcel Level 2 Diploma giving you a qualification worth 4 GCSEôs.  This diploma will 

give you an insight into the work of medical services, healthcare, the police and working with 

children. 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Principles, values and 

personal development 

Working together and 

communication 

Safeguarding and 

protecting individuals 

Year 10 Growth and 

development 

Needs and preferences  Antisocial and 

offending behaviour 

Year 11 Supporting Children 

and Young  People 

Patient Centred Health The Social Model of 

Disability  

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

Are there many exams?  

Only Unit 4 ï Growth and Development is an examined Unit. With all the other units you will do a 

piece of assessed work in class. Some of these are very short and others will take several weeks to 

complete. 

What types of careers would this be useful for? 

Taking this Diploma does not prevent you from entering any career but it may be particularly 

relevant to those considering careers in the NHS, Policing, Teaching or working with children. 

If I do the diploma how many other subjects will I do? 

You take all the compulsory subjects plus two additional options of your choice? 

Will I be able to take A levels and access higher education if I do a diploma? 

Yes! You will be able to choose from a full range of A-Levels or even take a higher level diploma, 

particularly if you want to work in this field. This will be no bar to accessing higher education. 

To find out further information look online at: 

http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/questions_and_answers/glossary/ 

 

 

http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/questions_and_answers/glossary/
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SUBJECT: HISTORY     Head of Subject: Mr A Logan  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

Over the three years students will study the following four modules following the Edexcel Schools 

History Project. 

75% of the course will be exam based.  25% will be examined through coursework done in class 

under supervised conditions. 

n.b. The following course outline is subject to change. 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Introduction to the course and 

project on Jack the Ripper 

that practices coursework and 

source skills. 

Option 2B: The American West c1840-c1985 

An in-depth enquiry into the way in which the American 

West was settled and developed by various groups of 

people between 1840 and 1895, and the impact of this on 

the Native American peoples.  Topics include cowboys, 

goldstrikes. 

Year 10 Crime and Punishment c1450 ï present day 

The study of crimes and punishments over the last 600 

years.  This is a thematic unit that tests studentsô ability to 

analyse change and continuity.  Topics include Jack the 

Ripper, policing and modern day punishment methods such 

as ASBOôS. 

n.b. This may be examined in Year 10. 

Unit 4: Representations of 

History ï Government and 

protest in the USA 1945 ï 

1970. 

The Civil Rights 

movement in the USA, the 

presidency including the 

assassination of John 

Kennedy and mass protest 

focussing on the Vietnam 

conflict. 

Year 11 Option 3B: Protest, Law and 

Order in the Twentieth 

Century 

A source based unit that 

exams different protests in 

Britain such as the Suffragette 

movement and the 

Governmentôs reaction. 

Finish and revise American 

West 1840-1895 

Revision of all topics and 

exam leave. 

 

INFORMATION  

 

Isnôt Crime and Punishment a bit heavy? 

You will look at how crime has changed from highway robbery to present day crimes such as global 

terrorism and phishing scams.  How and why has punishment changed from gory tortures to ASBOôs 

and tagging.  You already know lots about the modern day stuff so you wonôt need to plough through 

text books all the time.  There are lots of films and documentaries covering our topics that provide 

variety to the ways in which you will learn. 

Do I need to write lots of essays? 
Not really.  We will do lots of active learning lessons using all the latest technology.  Obviously you 

do have to write but there are few extended essays and we will show you how easy it can be to write a 

good answer. 

Whatôs the point in studying the past? 

Itôs fun!  Who wouldnôt want to learn about Jack the Ripper and Tudor tortures?  On a serious point, 

History is a subject that is well respected by Universities and employers alike.  It teaches you the 

ability to question what you are told and to search out the truth.  This is a valuable skill in all walks of 

life. 

Do we get to go on trips? 

Yes!  There will be a trip based on your coursework. 
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SUBJECT: ICT (DiDA) ï Additional Study    Head of subject: Miss D Best 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

This is a three year course following the Edexcel Diploma in Digital 

Applications (DiDA) which builds on the study of óCore ICTô.  Taking this 

option results in the gaining of one or two additional GCSE equivalent units to 

what would be gained in Core ICT.  This course is only available for the most 

able ICT students and places will be limited. 

 

 Units and Topics Studied 

Year 9 Unit 3: Graphics* 

Topics include: 

Creating an E-portfolio, planning, using vector and bitmap tools, producing a 

set of graphic products, presenting evidence in an E-portfolio and reviewing 

the project. 

Year 10 

 

 

 

Year 11 

 

 

 

*Please note that Units 2 and 3 do not necessarily follow in sequence and can be delivered in a different order 

through KS4.  Also, some units may overlap from Years 9, 10 and 11. 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 

What is the difference between Core ICT and Additional ICT? 

 Unit 3 Graphics 

Why study additional ICT?  
If you enjoy ICT, and are thinking of a career that may use computers then it is in your interests to master all 

four areas of the ICT course (Using ICT software, Graphics and Multimedia). 

Are there any exams? 
No, ICT is 100% coursework based. 

How many GCSEs will I achieve? 
You will achieve at least one or two GCSEs.  In some cases, hardworking students will be able to achieve 

further qualifications. 

Are ICT lessons fun? 
Yes!  The topics that the units focus on always relate to real world projects involving young people. 

What will I learn in ICT lessons? 
Loads of cool stuff like how to edit and create movies and sound files, create animations, and build websites.  

Also, how to use all the Microsoft and Adobe packages to create publications that are suitable for specific 

audiences and purposes. 

Why is ICT important?  
Our world is changing fast, and the use of ICT is increasing all the time.  The majority of jobs in the future will 

involve the use of ICT, and the skills you will learn will form a great start for the future. 

Is it hard work?  

Yes, this course is for the most able ICT students. 
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SUBJECT: MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES   Head of Subject: Mrs L Howe 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE: 

This is a three year course which follows the EDEXCEL GCSE specification.  Course assessment is 

as follows: 

Listening and Reading (20% each of total examination): External Examinations 

Writing and Speaking (30% each of total examination): Teacher conducted assessments 

 

The order of the topics below may vary according to the language you study 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Holidays & Travel 

Topics may include: 

Designing and presenting 

a leaflet for a hotel/filming 

a weather forecast/acting 

out a role plays at the 

hotel. 

Education & Welfare 

Topics may include: 

Interviewing staff and students 

about Churchill/competitions 

to create the best school 

uniform/filming a óJeremy 

Kyle styleô show interviewing 

people!!/creating a prospectus 

for foreign students taking a 

year out in the UK. 

At Home and Abroad 

Topics may include: 

Planning your ideal home 

and a home for the future/ 

researching life in Spain, 

France, Germany. 

Year 10 Media & Culture 

Topics may include: 

Producing a 5 minute T.V. 

soap/videoing a class film 

review of a foreign 

film/holding a fashion 

show. 

Lifestyle choices & Me 

Topics may include: 

Creating a second life ï an 

alter ego ï a new family/ 

personality/daily routine/ 

future plans 

The Working World 

Topics may include: 

Participating in óThe 

Apprenticeô style project ï 

manufacturing a video 

selling yourself for a dream 

job. 

Year 11 Healthy Mind 

Topics may include: 

Choreographing an 

aerobics session to teach 

Years 7 and 8/holding a 

Youth Speaks forum ï 

issues facing young people 

today. 

Save the Planet! 

Topics may include: 

Recording a video presentation 

on local environmental issues/ 

investigating homelessness 

abroad and in the UK/ 

researching recycling methods 

and alternative sources of 

energy used abroad and in the 

UK. 

Revision/Consolidation 

Final preparation for 

external testing and centre 

assessed work. 

 

INFORMATION  ï Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. Can I start a new language in Year 9? 

Yes you can. You can choose to carry on the language you have studied since Year 7 and, if you 

want to, start another language from the beginning. (You may choose from French, German or 

Spanish). 

2. My brother is in Y ear 11 and says he has to learn hundreds of general conversation 

questions to pass his speaking exam, is he lying? 

No heôs not, but the good thing for you is that the exams have changed! We try to conduct your 

speaking exam when you and your teacher think you are ready and you donôt have to learn 

hundreds of questions, just prepare two speaking activities! 

3. My friend says studying a GCSE in a foreign language is harder than other subjects, is she 

right? 

Studying a foreign language is probably the most challenging, yet rewarding, experience you will 

ever have!   
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It will enable you to become a good communicator; develop a better understanding of your own 

language and allow you to gain a greater insight into the culture and customs of that country. It 

will also undoubtedly improve your job prospects in future. 

4. Sounds good, so tell me, can we use dictionaries in exams now as well? 

At the moment you are not allowed to use a dictionary in the GCSE examination. However you 

are allowed to use one during preparation stages for your centre- assessed written work.  

5. Can I resit any papers if I donôt think Iôve done very well? 

Yes you can! The new languages GCSEs allow you to submit other written pieces of work and 

speaking tasks if you are not happy with your original ones. You can also be re-entered for the 

listening and reading examinations if you donôt feel you did your best, providing your teacher is 

in agreement and there is sufficient time.  

6. Are there any language trips I can go on to practise my language skills?  

Foreign language trips are regularly offered to France and Germany throughout the year and we 

try to run trips to these countries and Spain during Curriculum Enrichment Week. We have 

recently established links with schools in Brittany in France, Hildesheim in Germany and are 

currently investigating links with a school in Spain.   

7. I donôt think Iôm cut out for GCSE, whatôs this NVQ in Languages all about? 

This is a fantastic new course in International Business Communication which you can choose to 

study if you think the GCSE may be too challenging for you. You will learn French/ German/ 

Spanish business language and how to communicate with people abroad by fax or telephone, 

write emails, organise conferences etc. 

 

 

NVQ : International Business Communication (Levels 1 & 2) 

This NVQ is for students who want to learn a language in a business situation.   During the course 

you will: 

¶ Gain a qualification working up to Foundation level GCSE 

¶ Improve your ICT skills as all written assignments must be word processed 

¶ Learn about business start-up 

¶ Develop awareness of business culture 

¶ Gain heightened awareness of European neighbours 

¶ Have a real purpose in speaking another language 

¶ Gain knowledge of job opportunities. 

 

There are NO EXAMS  for the NVQ.  Assessment will be by your teacher and you will have to form a 

portfolio of evidence. 

 

STOP PRESS!!!!!!!  

- A language is a useful subject to combine with other subjects, for example Business Studies, Law, 

Marketing, ICT Diploma etc.  You could also continue with French to NVQ level 3. 
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SUBJECT: MUSIC    Head of Subject: Miss A Cooper 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

 

This is a three year GCSE course following the AQA specification for Music. 

During the course you will learn how to perform, compose and listen to Rock, Pop, World and 

Classical music.  

40% of the course marks are allocated to performing ï like playing/singing a part in ñLetôs Danceò 

20% of the course marks are allocated to composing ï like creating your own rock and roll song 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 

Create your band & 

work  

Create your band   

and perform a cover 

song of your own 

choice 

Compose 

Create a brand new song 

either as a band or a solo 

artist 

Record your song and 

release it on NuMu  

using Churchill 

Schoolôs own recording 

label 

Year 10 

Use your band to 

explore Pop/rock 

styles and World 

Music 

Music Technology  

We teach you how to 

use computers for 

composing Film 

Music 

World Music I 

Indian pop music 

African traditions (lots of 

drumming!) 

World Music II 

Music from the 

Caribbean ï reggae 

styles and steel band 

Year 11 

Use your band to 

continue exploring 

Pop/Rock styles ad 

to start to explore 

Classical Music 

styles 

COMPOSE 

 

During these two 

terms, we want you to 

put everything into 

practice and compose a 

piece of your very own 

PERFORM 

 

During these two terms, 

we want you to put 

everything into practice 

and perform a piece of 

your very own 

NuMu is a website for 

school students to 

release their own 

material. 

Have a look at 

www.numu.org.uk 

 

INFORMATION  

Music is such a large part of our life ï we listen to it, play it, create it or dance to it. 

Reasons why you should choose Music at GCSE 

Itôs a practical subject so it might suit your learning style if you like doing things.  It gives you a 

chance to perform and compose music that you are in to.  You get to release your tracks onto a 

national chart ï compare your bands with others.  You can work with friends ï some of the best bands 

met when they were at school.  You will expand your musical avenues ï some of the music you study 

and play will be unfamiliar.  You will always improve your playing ability regardless of whether you 

are just starting out or grade 7 on the violin.  The feeling you get when you perform a piece in a band 

or group is great ï it is incredible if it is your very own song.  Music GCSE will develop your 

problem solving skills, your group working skills and your time management skills. 

Reasons why you will benefit from doing Music at GCSE 

Music GCSE will help to develop your organisation and planning skills. 

Through successful performance and composition work, self esteem can be improved. 

It is an academically challenging subject that deals with both familiar and unfamiliar musical styles 

and contexts. 

If you do not already play an instrument, you can, with practice develop an instrumental skill that will 

allow them to succeed at GCSE music. 

 

We will develop skills in performing, composing and listening to music throughout the course; you do 

need to have formal musical skills prior to starting the course in Year 9. 

 

 

 

http://www.numu.org.uk/
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SUBJECT: PHYSICAL EDUCATION   Head of subject:  Mrs N Moon 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE  

BTEC LEVEL 2 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN SPORT  (2 x GCSEôs A* - C)  
This internationally recognised qualification will provide students with the knowledge, understanding and 

competency needed for those who are considering further study/employment in the sports/leisure industry.   This 

is a three year course following the Edexcel specification and is worth the equivalent of 2 GCSE grades:  A* - 

C.   

This is a work related qualification, building upon learning from Key Stage 3 and focuses on the development of 

practical skills and developing theoretical knowledge in and around the world of sport. 

Students will have two lessons per week, where they will work on assignments/projects set by the teacher in 

order to achieve the credits needed to pass the relevant units.  Therefore, assessments are ongoing and continual 

(no exams), requiring students to apply their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways.  Over the three 

years, students will complete a portfolio of evidence which will be regularly updated, allowing students to track 

and improve upon their progress throughout the course. 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

Students are required to complete both mandatory and optional units that make up a total of 30 

credits. Each unit has clear, specified criteria, based on the achievement of specified outcomes.  A 

unit grade will then be awarded as a: pass, merit or distinction:  At the end of the course......  
¶ To achieve a ñpassò a learner must have satisfied all the pass criteria of all units/assessments 

¶ To achieve a ñmeritò a learner must additionally have satisfied all the merit criteria of all  

units/assessments 

¶ to achieve a ñdistinctionò a learner must additionally have satisfied all the distinction criteria of all 
units/assessments 

 

 
 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 Unit 1: Fitness Testing & 

training:  

-Components of Fitness 

-Fitness Training methods 

-Excellence 

Unit 1: Fitness Testing & 

training:  

-Lifestyle factors that affect 

performance. 

-Assessing personal fitness 

-Administration of tests & 

interpretation of results 

-The effects of psychological 

factors on performance. 

Unit 2: Practical Sport 

-Demonstration of skills, 

techniques & tactics in practical 

sport. 

-Knowing the rules, regulations & 

scoring systems in practical sport. 

-Know the roles & responsibilities 

of officials in practical sport. 

-Analysis & review of sports 

performance. 

Year 10 Unit 4: Anatomy & 

Physiology for sport: 

-Structure & function of the 

skeletal system. 

-Structure & function of the 

muscular system. 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: Anatomy & 

Physiology for sport: 

-Structure & function of the 

cardiovascular system. 

-Structure & function of the 

respiratory system. 

 

Unit 2: Practical Sport 

-Demonstration of skills, 

techniques & tactics in practical 

sport. 

-Knowing the rules, regulations & 

scoring systems in practical sport. 

-Know the roles & responsibilities 

of officials in practical sport. 

-Analysis & review of sports 

performance. 

Year 11 Unit 5: Injury in sport  

-Different types of injuries. 

-Dealing with injuries ï 

procedures & treatments. 

Unit 5: Injury in Sport  

-Risks & Hazards 

-Risk Assessment 
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BTEC LEVEL 2 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN SPORT 

(2 x GCSEôs A* - C) 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

1.  How many lessons will I have? 

 You will have 2 lessons a week.  These lessons will be a combination of both theory and 

 practical lessons.  The majority of lessons will be theoretical based work however, it will 

 often be taught in a practical way. 

2.  How will I be assessed? 

 You will complete a number of projects and assignments for each unit of work during the 

 course which will be set by your teacher.   These projects and assignments will make up your 

 óportfolio of evidenceô which will include written work, PowerPoint presentations, video 

 evidence and interviews. You will be given the opportunity to correct your work and add 

 material to it before you hand in your finished assignments ready for marking.  The 

 assignments will then be marked and moderated by the PE Faculty. Some of your work will 

 be assessed by an external moderator. Assessment is continual ï you will not have to sit an 

 exam.   

PASS = 2 x GCSEôs @ Grade C       

MERIT = 2 x GCSEôs @ Grade B    

DISTINCTION  = 2 x GCSEôs @ Grade A  

DISTINCTION * = 2 x GCSEôs @ Grade A* 

3. What course/career can óBTEC Sportô lead in to? 

 The BTEC course is an internationally recognised qualification that provides you with the 

 opportunity to follow a career in sport or to go to sixth form/college to study for a BTEC 

 National Level 3 (equivalent to 3 A Levels) or an AS/A2 Level in Physical Education.  

 Higher education at a university is then an option.   BTEC qualifications ARE recognised by 

 universities and are valued due to the nature of the course, with more independent learning 

 and portfolio based unit deadlines needing to be met throughout the course. 

MORE INFORMATION for parents: 

1. You may also wish to do the following: 

¶ Google ï óBTEC firsts from 2010ô ï here you will even find a video all about BTEC 

qualifications. 

¶ Go to www.edexcel.com  type in óparents guideô into the search bar, next, click on 

the first option listed. 

2. If you require any further information, do not hesitate to contact Mrs Moon or any other 

member of the PE Faculty who will be happy to talk to you about the course in more detail. 

 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/
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SUBJECT: RESISTANT MATERIALS   Head of Subject: Mr M Barham  

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 

Our two GCSE coursework units count for 60% of the final grade leaving 40% for the summer 

examination.  The examined Resistant Materials theory is studied through a wide range of hands-on 

practical projects that the students will keep once completed.  Students will learn how to design and 

make high quality products by hand, computer and using CAM, mainly using wood, metal and 

plastics. 

 

 Term 1 & 2 Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6 

Year 9 General practical skills 

development work. Pupils to 

familiarise themselves with 

all equipment and processes, 

to enable independent safe 

working 

Developing CAD/CAM skills 

through the production of a 

series of design- lead 

projects. Wood working 

skills developed 

Metal working skills developed 

to follow design of an existing 

metal bracket, using traditional 

and contemporary methods 

Finishing materials to a 

professional standard 

Year 10 Students learn how to model 

using Google Sketch-up.  

Practising  design skills  

Production using industrial 

and commercial processes 

Production analysis of 

existing, every day items. 

Sustainability 

Students begin their 

coursework activities including 

the DESIGNING project (30%) 

and the MAKING project 

(30%) 

Year 11 Students continue and 

complete their coursework 

projects while meeting 

manageable deadlines. 

Theory, mini projects and 

revision for the summer 

examination worth 40% of 

the GCSE grade. 

Revision for the summer 

examination worth 40% of the 

GCSE grade. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

What is Resistant Materials? 

Resistant Materials is the study and production of products using a range of strong and durable materials. The 

most common ones are Wood, Metal and Plastics. Others could be used too, such as glass and ceramics.  

The materials may be shaped using hand tools, machinery or with the use of computer aided machinery, just as 

you would find in real companies.  

Is the coursework difficult? 

The new GCSE coursework structure is much more user friendly than older brothers and sisters had it! There are 

now 2 different coursework parts. One is all about designing where the examiners will be looking for ability to 

come up with clever, new and interesting ideas. In the second project you will be asked to copy an existing 

product and make it ï you may choose the product yourself. No more single, long, boring piece of coursework 

that takes nearly a year. Your projects will be broken down into small and manageable chunks with easy to meet 

deadlines.  You will be given support materials to help you plan and manage your own time so that coursework 

is extremely achievable.  Students that manage their time well find the coursework to be fun and easy 

Where could Resistant Materials lead me? 

Creative problem solving and design skills are vital in a huge range of careers and are majorly important life 

skills. AS and A-level Resistant Materials is a very popular choice in years 12 and 13 for students who wish to 

continue with their studies. There are many Resistant Materials based careers you could go into, some at the end 

of Year 11 - E.g an apprenticeship. Other students go on to design consultancy, engineering (in which there is a 

national shortage of people). University lecturers are impressed by the knowledge already attained by students 

here at Churchill. 

Will I get to make whatever I want? 

During the coursework projects you will get to make a Resident Materials project of your choice.  Your teacher 

will help you choose a suitable project but this part of the course does give you an opportunity to make 

something you want to make.   
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YEAR 8 OPTIONS FORM 2010 

 

Nameééééééééééééééééé................................................... 

 

Tutor Groupééééééé................................................................................ 

 

List your four  Option choices 

 

 Subject Choices Subject Teacher 

Signature 

Either/or 

Option/Diploma in 

SHD 

 

  

Either/or 

Option/Diploma in 

SHD 

 

  

Option 

 

 

  

Option 

 

 

  

Reserve Option 

 

 

  

 

 

Signed (Student)ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 

Signed (Tutor)éééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 

Signed (Parent)ééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

 

Please return to Mrs G Woodley, Admin Office by Friday 30
th
 April 2010 

 

 

If you choose a Language Option please indicate NVQ or GCSE 


